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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on February 23, 

2012. Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Rick Bryan, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, and Mayor Mark Weber 

MEMBER ABSENT:  Councilman James Sumner  

Councilman Bryan moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to excuse Councilman Sumner 

from the meeting.  A voice vote was taken.  All members voted yes.  Motion carried.    

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Mark Vander Laan, 

Assistant City Manager James Pfeffer, Parks & Recreation 

Director Chuck Funk, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Fire 

Chief Rick Brown, Assistant to the City Manager Kelly Osler, 

Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Administrative Assistant Karla Plank, 

Assistant Community Development Director Dan Johnson, and 

interested citizens. 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM – Consideration of Ordinance No. 2012-15 regarding a 

Planned Development application for approval of a new building containing a gas 

station, convenience store, and two restaurants (one with a drive-through) and a 

new canopy and fuel pumps at 9188 Plainfield Road 

The Clerk was asked to read Ordinance No. 2012-15 in its entirety: 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ IN ITS ENTIRETY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-15 

APPROVING A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT IN A C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PER CHAPTERS 1157 AND 1185 OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A 

FILLING STATION, RETAIL STORE, AND RESTURANTS AT 9188 

PLAINFIELD ROAD (CURRENTLY A SHELL STATION AND GOCO 

CONVENIENCE STORE) 

Mayor Weber swore in Mr. Pat Gilligan. 

Mr. Gilligan of Gilligan Oil Company gave an overview of the proposed redevelopment 

located at 9188 Plainfield Road.  The existing facility has a car wash and convenience store 

with six fuel pumps that are Shell branded.  The existing building will be demolished and 

plans show building another facility on top of it and relocating the pumps as well.  There are 

three curb cuts currently on the facility and limited landscaping.  The proposed construction 

is approximately a 4,500 square foot building.  It will house a convenient store, a Subway, 

and a Dunkin Donuts combination.  The Dunkin Donuts will have a drive thru pick-up 

window.  There are four gas pumps instead of six under a redesigned canopy.  As to the 

curb cuts, the full Plainfield Road south curb cut was moved to a right-in, right-out based on 

some discussion with the Planning Commission.  The two curb cuts are currently over 30 

feet wide and are reduced to the Code of a width of 30 feet.  From a signage standpoint, 

they will eliminate the lighted pole sign on the corner and replace it with the required ground 

mounted sign that is the appropriate height and width based on the Code – 6 feet tall and 15 

feet wide.  From a visual standpoint, a brick veneer structure will be built with a lime stone 

façade over both of the entrances.  There is a wood-looking portion to the structure to the 

south by the drive thru entrance but it is a concrete product that is commonly used in 

construction.  All four sides of the building are of brick and not just the front face.  Gilligan Oil 
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expects an investment cost on the facility at approximately $1.4 million.  There are ten 

employees at the current station.  With the addition of the Subway and Dunkin Donuts, there 

will be approximately 35 full and part-time employees which is a significant increase.  BZA 

has approved the signage as well as a few variances.  Mr. Gilligan welcomed questions from 

Council. 

Mayor Weber indicated a concern with ingress and egress indicating that he travels 

Plainfield and Hunt Road every evening from work.  One of the problems he faces is when 

he turns west onto Hunt Road from northbound Plainfield Road.  There are people turning 

into the Shell Station which stops traffic and causes a backup.  Mr. Weber questioned 

whether the connection to the parking lot to the west edge of the property along Hunt Road 

is going to be closed off.  At times, the only way to exit the Shell Station and turn left to take 

that connection and get as far away from the Plainfield Road intersection as possible.  Mayor 

Weber feels it could be a nightmare to get in and out of the establishment, particularly during 

rush hour.  Although it may not be the busiest time of the day for Dunkin Donuts and Subway 

but nonetheless, it could be a problem.   

Mr. Gilligan stated that they are unable to address all the traffic issues.  He cannot dispute 

the traffic congestion for a two hour time frame – Monday through Friday – in the course of 

the entire business.  He indicated Mayor Weber is correct in that 75% of Dunkin Donuts 

sales are finished by approximately 11:30 AM by the way of offering breakfast.  Subway is 

primarily a lunch operation but does do a dinner business, so there may be a little more 

capacity on site during 4:30 to 6:00 PM.  There is no easement at the western edge exit to 

the parcel to the west.  It is a shared between the two properties.  It is beneficial to both 

properties as it allows access to get to Plainfield Road. From a variation standpoint overall 

traffic, it is not expected to be much different than it is today.  There is no way to specifically 

improve upon the ingress egress issue, and feels that perhaps the only equitable way is 

whether the City would need a median to restrict the flow of traffic on Hunt Road; however, it 

is not his intent tonight to address Council to discuss medians and roads.   

Mayor Weber had a further concern with the morning traffic pouring off of Ronald Regan 

Highway heading northbound on Plainfield Road.  It is a non-stop flow of cars.  Obviously, 

Dunkin Donuts has a pretty good product and for the vehicles that want to stop and get a 

cup of coffee and a few donuts in the morning, they are going to have to get in the left-hand 

turn lane.  Mayor Weber is not comfortable with how this is going to affect traffic at an 

intersection that is not very good.   

Assistant Community Development Director Dan Johnson indicated that his personal 

conclusion is that it is bad now and it is probably going to be bad in the future.  The mix of 

uses on the site probably doesn’t contribute to the difficulty with it as much as just the fact 

that it is there.  There is really nothing that can be done with the development on the site to 

improve what is happening with the adjacent right-of-way, without basically treating the site 

in a way that makes it dysfunctional.  In some ways, it comes down to either it is what it is or 

it becomes something improved but the same general condition exists on the adjacent right-

of-way.  If there was total restriction at the Hunt Road intersection either right-in, right-out 

only, trying to do that only for this property, there will be people that will be breaking the law. 

 If there is actual cut-off, it does not make the site viable for the owner.  Whether it is Dunkin 

Donuts in the morning, Subway in the early afternoon and gas during the rest of the time, it 

probably doesn’t have that big of an impact on the intersection overall.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka questioned how many employees there will be per shift and if there is 

adequate parking for them? 

Mr. Gilligan answered that the employees will be parking on site and it will vary how many 

employees will be working at one time.  There will be 5 to 7 Dunkin Donuts employees 

working from 5:00AM to 10:00AM and approximately 2 employees for the remaining day.  

There will be 3 to 4 employees in the Subway and convenient store for most of the day.  Mr. 

Gilligan believes that they were above code on total parking available.   

Councilwoman Stoller questioned when demolition will take place and when the new 

development will be completed.   
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Mr. Gilligan responded that the project is planned to begin in the May and expected to be 

completed in four months. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka asked if the new building replicates the one on Montgomery Road? 

Mr. Gilligan responded that it is identical to the building on I-275 and Montgomery Road less 

the drive thru.   

Mayor Weber welcomed comments from the public.  There being no further comments or 

questions from Council or the audience, the public hearing was closed at approximately 7:20 

PM. 

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Osler to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety in the 

rear of Council Chambers.  

6. ACCEPTANCE OF REVISED AGENDA 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to accept the revised 

agenda. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. ” MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert  

4. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM – Consideration of Ordinance No. 2012-15 regarding a Planned 

Development application for approval of a new building containing a gas station, convenience store, and 

two restaurants (one with a drive-through) and a new canopy and fuel pumps at 9188 Plainfield Road  

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF REVISED AGENDA 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of February 9,  2012 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert  

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – January 2012 – Honorable Mark F. Weber 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for January 2012 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-15,  approving a planned development in a C-2 planned commercial 

district for construction of a filling station, retail store, and 

restaurants at 9188 Plainfield Road  

b. Public Safety Committee, Stephanie Stoller, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-16,  authorizing the sale of a Fire Pumper  

2. Ordinance No. 2012-17,  authorizing purchase of cardiac monitors 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

12. ADJOURNMENT” 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to approve the minutes of 

the regular meeting of, February 9, 2012. A voice vote was taken. All members present 

voted yes. Motion carried. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 
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c. Mayor's Report – January 2012 

RECEIPTS: 
 Fines ....................................................................................................................................... $  14,429.08 
 Vendors/Solicitor’s Permits ..................................................................................................................... $0 
 Bonds carried over .................................................................................................................................. $0 
 Bonds collected ....................................................................................................................................... $0 
 Bonds applied ......................................................................................................................................... $0 
 Restitution Payment collected ................................................................................................................. $0 
TOTAL RECEIPTS: ..........................................................................................................................................  $14,429.08 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

To Blue Ash 
  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) ............................... $  9,182.97 
To the State of OH: 

  Victims of Crime ................................................................................................................................... $963.00 

  General Rev Fund ............................................................................................ now included in 2b on SC form 

 Expungements ................................................................................................................................................. $0 

  Indigent Defense Support fund ......................................................................................................... $2,745.00 

  Drug Law Enforcement Fund ............................................................................................................... $343.00 

  Justice Program Service Fund 

  Indigent Driver’s Alcohol Trtm’t  Fund .................................................................................................. $147.00 

  Seat Belts ............................................................................................................................................. $365.00 

Refund of overpaid fines ....................................................................................................................................... $0 

Bond Money applied ............................................................................................................................................. $0 

Bond Money returned ......................................................................................................................... $520.00 

Restitution payment ............................................................................................................................ $163.11 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ..............................................................................................................................  $14,429.08 

BALANCE IN BONDS: ..............................................................................................................................................  ............... $0 

Mayor’s Court traffic citations .............................................................................................................................146 

Mayor’s Court criminal citations ..................................................................................................................  26 

Total Mayor’s Court cases  ........................................................................................................................ 172 

October rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases: .............................................................................................. $9,182.97 

d. Financial Report – January 2012 

Councilman Adamec moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to accept the Financial 

Report for January 2012 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted 

yes. Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING JANUARY 31, 2012 

MONTH TO DATE 2011 2012 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 1-1-12  $33,676,246.12  $33,264,957.20 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: 3,067,304.14  3,274,424.07  
 Debt Financing (long term) 0  0  
 Debt Financing (short term) 0  0  
 Other Revenue Received: 422,083.46  538,870.71  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  3,489,387.60  3,813,294.78 
Expenditures:     
 Long Term debt retirement 126,320.48  126,320.48  
 Short term debt refinancing 0  0  
 Other Expenditures: 3,326,492.97  2,642,945.53  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  -3,452,813.45  -2,769,266.01 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 1-31-12  33,712,820.27  34,308,985.97 

100% of the fund balance was invested as of 1/31/12. Interest paid to date on matured investments: $751.38. Receipt and 
expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING JAN. 31, 2012 

MONTH-TO-DATE STATUS 2011 2012 
 Business Net Profit 605,134.35  625,628.68  
 Resident Net Profit 83,116.00  76,667.87  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 20,348.48  18,119.70  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 2,741.05  1,489.76  

 Net Profit Total  711,339.88  721,906.01 
 Withholding 2,274,709.33  2,477,994.36  
 Subcontractor Withholding 81,254.93  74,523.70  

 Withholding Total  2,355,964.26  2,552,518.06 

 Monthly Collection Totals  3,067,304.14  3,274,424.07 (6.75%) 
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9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

There were no comments from the audience, so Hearings from Citizens was declared closed 

at 7:24 PM. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

“The following offers a brief description of the topics included on the February 23
rd

 Council agenda:  

11.a.1. Ordinance No. 2012-15 – approving a planned development in a C-2 planned commercial 

district for construction of a filling station, retail store, and restaurants at 9188 Plainfield Road  

The Planned Development application for 9188 Plainfield Road is to demolish the existing Shell station 

and canopy and build a new 4,500 square foot building that would contain a gas station, convenience 

store, Subway and Dunkin Doughnuts (with a drive-through around the rear of the building).  There 

would also be a new canopy and fuel pumps along Plainfield Road.  The plan includes narrowing the 

existing driveways and providing significantly more buffer and planting than exists currently on the site.  

Planning Commission recommended approval of the project with conditions. 

Please direct question regarding this issue to the Assistant Community Development Director, Dan 

Johnson.   

11.b.1. Ordinance No. 2012-16 – authorizing the sale of a Fire Pumper 

The Fire Chief has been approached by the City of Franklin, Ohio in reference to the City’s 1998 Pierce 

Lance Fire Pumper. They have an interest in purchasing the pumper since Blue Ash will be replacing it 

with a new fire pumper later in the year.  The Fire Chief recommends the sale of the pumper, and 

estimates the sale price to be $100,000, which he believes represents a fair market value.  It is further 

recommended that at the time of possession in March, the City of Franklin, Ohio pay $50,000 with the 

remaining $50,000 be paid in March 2013, with all terms to be contained in an agreement to be 

approved by the Solicitor.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Fire Chief. 

11.b.2. Ordinance No. 2012-17 – authorizing purchase of cardiac monitors  

In a step toward greater fiscal responsibility and efficiency, the Northeast Fire Collaborative worked to 

establish common cardiac monitor specifications for the participating departments.  A “multi-unit 

discount” of $4,000 was offered to the collaborative departments from Physio-Control, Inc. off the State 

of Ohio’s Cooperative Purchasing Project price for the monitors.  The Blue Ash Fire Department 

suggests the purchase of four cardiac monitors from Physio-Control, Inc. (Contract #7765200508) for a 

gross amount not to exceed $125,000.   

The Fire Chief is also seeking Council approval to allow for a trade-in of the 12 year old cardiac 

monitors that have outlived their expected life cycle to Physio-Control, Inc. for an estimated amount of 

$20,000.  This trade-in credit will be used to reduce the City’s net cost to the $105,000 range.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to Chief Brown.” 

a. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

In Councilman Sumner’s absence, Vice Mayor Czerwonka was asked to preside.  Vice 

Mayor Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-15 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-15 

APPROVING A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT IN A C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PER CHAPTERS 1157 AND 1185 OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A 

FILLING STATION, RETAIL STORE, AND RESTURANTS AT 9188 

PLAINFIELD ROAD (CURRENTLY A SHELL STATION AND GOCO 

CONVENIENCE STORE) 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. 

Six yeses. Motion carried. 

 



 BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
                    February 23, 2012 

 

 

 

Page 6 

 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2012-15. 

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, Adamec, 

Bryan, Stoller, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2012-15 

passed. 

b. Public Safety Committee, Stephanie Stoller, Chairperson 

Councilwoman Stoller asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-16 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-16 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SELL A SURPLUS 

FIRE PUMPER; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. 

Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2012-16.  

Councilman Buckman congratulated Fire Chief Rick Brown in selling the old fire pumper for 

$100,000.  

Councilman Adamec questioned Fire Chief Brown as to how they advertised for the sale of 

the fire pumper. 

Fire Chief Brown indicated that the fire pumper was advertised in a three local county region 

and he received two responses – one from Kentucky and one from Fire Chief Jonathan 

Westendorf from the City of Franklin who attended the Council meeting and previously 

worked for the Blue Ash Fire Department.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bryan, Stoller, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 

2012-16 passed. 

Councilwoman Stoller asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-17 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-17 

  AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF CARDIAC MONITORS 

FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO REPLACE OLDER CARDIAC 

MONITORS UTILIZING THE STATE OF OHIO’S COOPERATIVE 

PURCHASING PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING SALE OF THE 

OBSOLETE/SURPLUS EQUIPMENT; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Stoller, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. 

Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2012-17.  

Fire Chief Brown indicated that the new monitors will be replacing the current monitors that 

are 10 to 12 years old.  The new ones were purchased off the State bidding list and we were 

able to receive a good price and a fair trade-in value on the old ones.   

Councilman Adamec questioned the number of times a year these monitors are used. 

Fire Chief Brown responded that they are used 3 to 5 times per day. 
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There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 

2012-17 passed. 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Public Works Director Gordon Perry reported that the Ilmenau Way project south of Osborne 

Way is continuing.  In the next couple of weeks (weather permitting), curb work will begin 

and the new sidewalks will be built along Reed Hartman Highway.  The snow has been kept 

at bay and the City has plenty of salt and is saving money.   

Councilman Adamec asked how many lanes there will be on Ilmenau Way. 

Mr. Perry responded that as seen today, the graded area appears wide, but includes curbs 

and sidewalks but there will be a three lane section from Reed Hartmann Highway to 

Osborne Boulevard.  The center lane will be a turn lane into the properties.   

Parks & Recreation Director Chuck Funk expressed his happiness towards no snow 

because there has been over 700 rounds of golf played already this year which is more than 

has ever been played in January, February and March combined.  Cooper Creek is doing 

very well.  Currently, there are approximately 45 wedding events booked and 35 corporate or 

other social events booked.  The month of February has been a little slow; however, 

beginning next week, activity will begin to increase throughout the rest of the year.   

City Manager David Waltz provided an update from the OCMA conference he attended this 

week in Columbus.  An economist spoke at the conference and all the slides presented 

indicated that we are in a recovery.  However, there was one major element presented in 

that there is an oversupply of houses which is interesting since housing issues were a topic 

of discussion at the Council retreat.  Over the last 15 or 20 years, there have been three 

times as many houses constructed as there has been new families moving in or forming in 

the country so it is not something that is going away anytime soon.  This issue is well beyond 

Blue Ash.   

In terms of local government revenue, on average, all of the local government revenues in 

terms of sales tax, earning tax, etc. are all up throughout the country.  Those entities that are 

relying on property tax are finding revenue flat and again a correlation to the housing 

problem (declining values).  Unemployment is still up due to the capacity and productivity 

issues.  Looking down the road, the one fascinating point that the City needs to be braced 

for is that there is a declining value of the U.S. dollar – that is good news for insourcing and 

bringing jobs back into the country that were outsourced.  It is good for jobs and good for 

production.  But like all good economist, there is always a flip side which is it is bad news for 

the consumers – there won’t be cheap products in the future and inflation is likely to be a 

factor.  This is something that everyone needs to try and stay on top of – what are the trends 

as we try to do our budget projections.   

Regarding regionalism, collaboration, and mergers and in particular, the State’s push for lots 

of revamping of local government, Montgomery County (which is in the Dayton area), 

recently had Wright State do a survey of their residents in the entire Montgomery County 

area in January through February 5, 2012.  The survey had to do with how satisfied they 

were with public services and how willing they were to make changes to government, 

particularly local government.  We always felt there was a lot of support for local government 

and the people really did appreciate their local government much more than State and 

Federal.  This survey found that people were satisfied with local public services, very 

concerned about collaboration and consolidations that would cause any sort of big 

government or loss of local control, particularly, they did not want to give elected officials 

more power.  Changes they were willing to consider related more to an economic benefit in 

terms of increasing the economy, not necessarily saving money for providing that service.  

There was willingness to do collaboration and shared services on a sliding scale as you went 

towards consolidation and full out merger.  It is interesting that this reflects a lot of what 

Council’s sentiments were at the Council strategy session we recently had but it is being 

borne out not here but everywhere.  If this plays out, Governor Kasich is going to find a 

pretty tough audience if he is continues to deal with local government as the “boogie man”.   
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Also, Montgomery County recently consolidated their dispatch operations.  They found their 

costs were higher.  When there is a consolidation, the costs are usually higher.  This had to 

do with a range of communities providing different levels of dispatching.  Some were very 

cheap because they had an “acceptable” quality versus other that had “premium” quality.  

When you combine them and start talking about that, those communities were not willing to 

sacrifice some of the add-ons.  The art of compromise in politics is you always do the add-

ons so that everyone is happy and what they found is that the costs were a slight increase.  

They are still trending for long-term cost savings but currently, the immediate impact was not 

a cost savings but rather an increase.  We continue to find that trend in spite of what would 

seem to be the logic that consolidation would save taxpayer money. 

Further, another interesting topic, and one the City has been talking about for a number of 

years, is parks.  We have been basing a big project (Airport Park) on making it a great 

amenity for our community and a great investment tool.  Downtown Columbus has spent that 

last year and a half, as part of their strategic redevelopment effort, in strategically placing 

parks in areas as an economic tool and they are beginning to see the effects.  It is nice to 

see that some of the things that we are doing being replicated, confirmed and validated in 

other communities.   

There was mostly good news at the conference, at least in long term strategies and tactics 

that Council has been following.   

Councilman Bryan indicated that this year has been a relatively ice and snow free winter but 

when you talk about consolidation and who delivers best service, he believes that in years 

past, the majority of complaints received about snow removal was due to Ronald Regan 

Highway which is maintained by the State and the County.  The service the City provides for 

its citizens will always be superior.  Councilman Bryan congratulated the Tax Department in 

tax collections being up 6.75% which speaks to great satisfaction of the business and 

working community.   

Councilman Bryan commented that the planning process will begin next week for the Blue 

Ash Veteran’s Day event which will be held on Sunday, November 11
th
.   

Councilman Buckman welcomed the students and the Boy Scout attending the Council 

meeting and hoped they find it beneficial.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka indicated that he attended a meeting regarding the World Choir 

Games.  There will be an influx of visitors from all over the world during the first two weeks in 

July.  Approximately 20,000 visitors will be utilizing all the hotels.  He further reminded 

everyone of the Open House Preview Party at the Cooper Creek Event Center on Friday, 

March 23
rd
 from 5:00PM to 8:00PM. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman 

Buckman seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. 

The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:38 PM. 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

       

Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council  

 

 

MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Administrative Assistant 


